
Winter 2017 Volume XXIII, Issue 5
lutheran metropolitan ministry

seeds of change
Spring 2018 Volume XXIV, Issue 1

lutheran metropolitan ministry

seeds of change

Terminal Tower will 

light up blue and 

green again this year 

in honor of savor!

2018 Ra昀툀e Prizes!
savor the vaca琀椀on: one week stay at resort in 

Orlando & $150 in dining gi昀琀 cards

savor the experience: private dinner & cooking 
experience at LMM

savor the city: a collec琀椀on of Cleveland 
a琀琀rac琀椀ons & food 

*ALL ra昀툀e prize packs include a Vitamix 
Blender!

Purchase event and ra昀툀e 琀椀ckets at 
lutheranmetro.org!

savor
lutheran metropolitan ministry’s

LMM’s 昀椀昀琀h annual savor bene昀椀ts thousands of community members in need. 
Enjoy o昀昀erings from some of Cleveland’s 昀椀nest chefs and restaurants while 
suppor琀椀ng a worthy cause. Enter now or the night of to win excep琀椀onal 
ra昀툀e prizes! Need not be present to win. Drawing is on March 22.

The nostalgic  
Silver Grille at the 
Higbee Building

Thursday, March 22  
6:30 – 9 pm

VIP Recep琀椀on  
5:30 – 6:30 pm

EMCEE:  
Russ Mitchell, Anchor,  
WKYC-TV3

HONORARY CHAIR: 
Bri琀琀ani Bo Baker, Bubba’s-Q

LMM culinary student puts the 
昀椀nishing touches on a savor dish for 

a local restaurant.

Bubba’s-Q

DonutLab
Great Lakes Brewing 

Company
J. Pistone
La Dolce Vita
LMM’s Central Kitchen
The Lore琀琀a Paganini  

School of Cooking
Melt Bar & Grilled

Mitchell’s Ice Cream
Pier W
Pope’s Kitchen
Provenance
Rising Star Co昀昀ee 

Roasters

University Hospitals  

Ahuja Medical Center

and more!

Enjoy tas琀椀ngs from some of Cleveland’s 
best restaurants, including:

Tickets are still available!
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Andrew Genszler volunteers alongside 
State Senator, Sandra Williams.

Figh琀椀ng Hunger 

Alongside public o昀케cials and 
community partners, LMM President 
& CEO, Andrew Genszler, helped to 
distribute food to families in need 
at The Greater Cleveland Food Bank 
shortly before the end of 2017. 
Genszler, serves on the Food Bank’s 
Advocacy Commi琀琀ee, loaded cars 
with fresh produce for deserving 
families, helping the Food Bank’s 
December Produce Distribu琀椀on serve 
over 750 households!

President 
Around Town 
Five years into his role, Lutheran 
Metropolitan Ministry’s President & 
CEO, Andrew D. Genszler, is known 
within the LMM community as being 
involved and accessible to both 
par琀椀cipants and all sta昀昀. In addi琀椀on 
to his role at LMM, Genszler is also 
a Navy chaplain and par琀椀cipates 
on boards and commi琀琀ees of 
organiza琀椀ons with missions similar to 
LMM’s. He believes that this public 
service and civic engagement inform 
responsive leadership and a vision for 
a sustainable organiza琀椀on years into 
the future! Take a look at his most 
recent outreach!

savor 2018 Honorary Chair
LMM is pleased to announce the 
Honorary Chair for savor 2018 
is Bri琀琀ani Bo Baker, Managing 
Partner of Bubba’s-Q restaurant 
in Avon, Ohio. Ms. Baker has been 
a supporter of LMM for several 
years and con琀椀nues to 昀椀nd ways 
to make a di昀昀erence in the lives of 
par琀椀cipants by giving back. Get to 
know more about Bri琀琀ani before 
you meet her at savor!

Q & A:
What has your involvement been with Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry 
over the years? 

I have always had a passion for helping the less fortunate. When Bubba’s-Q 
opened in 2006, I would hand out food to people who are homeless on 
the streets of downtown Cleveland, whatever was le昀琀, I’d take it to the 
Men’s Shelter at 2100 Lakeside. I told one of the directors about my passion 
for helping the homeless and he connected me with Michael Sering, Vice 
President of Housing & Shelter at LMM. Michael has made it possible for 
me to ful昀椀ll my passion of helping the less fortunate through him and the 
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry team.

Describe the feeling you get mee琀椀ng LMM par琀椀cipants and ge琀�ng to 
know their stories. 
It melts my heart. I travel throughout the U.S. speaking to entrepreneurs 
and corpora琀椀ons and my speech is always about “returning to success” and 
whatever your personal idea of success may be, and that’s exactly what the 
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry programs help par琀椀cipants do. It helps them 
return to their success and their life, it helps them get their life back on track 
and some of these people may not have been able to do that without these 
programs created by LMM. When I plan events at Bubba’s-Q for some of the 
LMM groups, I like to give them the best of everything to remind them there’s 
more out there and with hard work and determina琀椀on, they can turn their 
lives around. If I touch one person out of 10, it was worth it to me.

What about LMM’s mission makes you and your team at  
Bubba’s-Q stay involved? 

When I 昀椀rst met Michael Sering, I told him I wanted to open a shelter for 
the homeless and less fortunate. He gave me a tour of a few of Lutheran 
Metropolitan Ministry’s shelters and program areas. I was overwhelmed when 
I realized how much went into opera琀椀ng a shelter. I respect him and his team 
for all that they do to help so many in need in Cleveland and surrounding 
areas, and I am grateful that I can ful昀椀ll my passion for helping the homeless 
and less fortunate through Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry.

Why should people come to savor and support LMM? 

Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry makes what they do from the outside looking 
in seem easy, but it’s not. There is so much and so many areas that go into 
helping the needy and their work is never done, so people should come out to 
support LMM because they appreciate any and every bit of support.

Bri琀琀ani Bo Baker, Bubba’s-Q
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Shelter Moments 

On one of his regular trips to visit sta昀昀 and residents 
at the Men’s Shelter at 2100 Lakeside, Drew ran into a 
special guest who was dropping o昀昀 dona琀椀ons! Gregg 
Westover, North Ridgeville Ward One Council Member, 
was stopping by with clothing dona琀椀ons, including those 
from his fellow council members and friends! Since his 
visit, Councilman Westover has been collec琀椀ng dona琀椀ons 
of hats, gloves, socks, t-shirts, toiletries and more. You 
never know what great volunteers and donors you’ll run 
into at 2100, where so many big hearts step through the 
doors to get to know our deserving residents! 

Pictured L to R: Andrew Genszler, LMM President & CEO; Gregg 
Westover, North Ridgeville Council Member; Preston Tyler, 
Men’s Shelter sta昀昀 member

Drew tells a group from John Carroll University about LMM’s 
mission.

JCU Engages with C4C 

Students from the John Carroll University Center for 
Service and Social Ac琀椀on spent their Friday night at LMM 
to tour The Richard Sering Center and share a meal with 
par琀椀cipants from the Chopping for Change program. 
Everyone had a great evening and C4C looks forward to 
more events with JCU in the future!

Andrew Genszler and LMM par琀椀cipant, Amanda Ernsberger, join 
WKYC TV host Ti昀昀any Tarpley on We The People.

We The People 

Andrew Genszler and LMM Chopping for Change graduate 
Amanda Ernsberger were on WKYC’s We The People to 

discuss LMM’s involvement with the community-wide read 
of the book Evicted: Poverty & Pro昀椀t in the American City. 
Amanda talked about her own experience with evic琀椀on 
while showing o昀昀 her culinary skills that recently helped her 
land two restaurant jobs and get back on her feet. (See the 
back cover for details on community read.)

Pastor Kevin James presents LMM’s Andrew Genszler with a check 
from New Community Bible Fellowship.

Sense of “Community” 

Our friends at New Community Bible Fellowship (NCBF) 
stopped by Drew’s o昀케ce recently to present a special 
gi昀琀 of $10,000 to the agency. NCBF has been a supporter 
of LMM for years and stays involved by volunteering, 
dona琀椀ng, and 昀椀nding ways to incorporate our agency 
into their own community. Most recently, NCBF members 
par琀椀cipated and volunteered at Gri琀琀y City, and hosted a 
resource fair a昀琀er church services, invi琀椀ng LMM to talk to 
their congrega琀椀on about our mission and programs. 



Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry is taking part in “One Community Reads,” a collabora琀椀on 
between the nine local public library systems, City Club of Cleveland and Playhouse Square. The 
Greater Cleveland community is encouraged to read Evicted: Poverty and Pro昀椀t in the American 
City by Ma琀琀hew Desmond. Following the read, there are numerous community discussions 
around Cuyahoga County focused on housing insecurity concerns and housing solu琀椀ons in 
Cleveland and surrounding areas.

We hope YOU will grab a copy of the book at your nearest library branch and join us for the 
discussion at LMM! This is an opportunity for meaningful conversa琀椀on about our community 
and how the impact of evic琀椀on and homelessness touches us all in some way, including our 
program par琀椀cipants who are reading the book.

Thursday, April 5, 3 p.m. 
The Richard Sering Center 

4515 Superior Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44103 

Join the Conversation  
One Community Reads
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Contacting LMM
LMM Main O�ce  

216.696.2715
Development & 

Communications 

216.696.1724 
O�ce of Advocacy 

216.658.7210 
Housing & Shelter 

216.566.0047
Workforce Development 

216.658.4608
Health & Wellness Services 

216.281.2500
Youth Services 

216.696.0370
Guardianship 

216.696.1132
To add, delete or change your 
address, contact 216.696.1882 or 
mail@lutheranmetro.org.

Our Mission:
To promote shalom (peace, well-being) and 
jus琀椀ce (right rela琀椀onships) through a Chris琀椀an 
ministry of service and advocacy with those 
who are oppressed, forgo琀琀en and hur琀椀ng.

Link with LMM 

@LMMCleveland

@LMMCleveland

Facebook.com/LMMCleveland

YouTube.com

E-newsle琀琀er sign-up at  
www.lutheranmetro.org

Latest news at  
www.lutheranmetro.org


